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ABSTRACT
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Teachers have the responsibility to create partnerships between school and home
by establishing and incorporating parent involvement activities in their classroom. The
purpose of this project was to design and create for elementary teachers a set of activities
and guidelines which encouraged "Parent-Teacher Partnerships." The activities and
guidelines provide a resource for teachers to assist them in actively involving parents in
the education of their children.
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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction
Parents are the most influential people in a child's life. As the child's first teacher,
parents have the ability to motivate and influence a child's attitude about learning (Warner,
1991). The parents should be encouraged by teachers to play a major role in their child's
learning at home and school, because children who are successful in school usually have parents
who are involved in their education (Gelfer, 1991). Studies find a child's academic achievement
is improved when parents are involved in his or her education (Comer, 1986, Scott Stein &
Thorkildsen, 1998 & Fantuzzo, 1995). Partnerships between parents and teachers that encourage
parental involvement help children to improve achievement, attendance and behavior in school
(Warner, 1991).
Teachers have the primary responsibility for creating parent-teacher partnerships. By
establishing and incorporating parental involvement activities in their classroom, teachers can
create a partnership between home and school. "Because teachers are knowledgeable about the
academic needs of a child and are the school personnel who are most accessible to parents, they
are in a position to invite parents to play a more integral role in their child's schooling" (Gavin &
Greenfield, 1998, p.404). Teachers have the ability to influence the levels of parental
involvement at school and home.
Parental support and involvement in a child's education are linked to multiple positive
student outcomes. "Outcome-based studies link parent involvement to positive educational
outcomes, such as greater student motivation to learn; better student behavior in school; higher
student grades, test scores, and long-term achievement; and more positive teacher perceptions of
parent involvement and respectful treatment of parents" (Griffith, 1998, p. 404). Parental
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involvement benefits children by helping them to improve academically and behaviorally in
school. It is important for teachers to encourage and provide opportunities for parental
involvement because of the benefits children receive.
Teachers can help create positive student outcomes by creating a partnership with parents
in educating a child. In order to create a partnership, teachers need to be educated and aware of
effective resources to successfully encourage parental involvement in their classrooms. A
comprehensive parental involvement program may help provide the much needed and wanted
partnership between home and school.
Pumose of the Project
The purpose of the project was to design and create for elementary teachers a set of
activities and guidelines, which encourage "Parent-Teacher Partnerships." The project was
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specifically designed for teachers, students, and parents in grades three, four and five.
Delimitations of the Project
For the purpose of the project it was necessary to set the following limitations:
1.

Scope: The project was designed specifically for Pioneer Elementary School in
the Evergreen School District in Vancouver, Washington.

2.

Participants: The project was limited to teachers and students in the third, fourth
and fifth grade.

3.

Research: The literature reviewed in chapter two of this project was selective in
nature limited primarily to the past twelve years.
Definition of Terms

Significant terms used in the context of the project have been defined as follows:
Parental Involvement: parent activities that include one or more of the following:
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•

parenting and establishing a home environment to support learning

•

communicating or designing effective means of reciprocal communication
between home and schools

•

volunteering in schools or classrooms

•

encouraging learning at home by helping children with activities that are
specifically coordinated with schoolwork (Coates, Epstein, Salinas, Sanders &
Simon, 1997).

(

CHAPTER TWO
Review of Literature
The purpose of the literature review is to provide evidence supporting the importance of
parental involvement in a child's education. The research examined parental involvement and
the educational benefits for a child. This literature review is divided into six sections: 1) parent's
role, 2) benefits of parental involvement, 3) teacher's role, 4) barriers to parental involvement,
5) promoting parental involvement and 6) parental involvement activities.
Parent's Role
Parents play a critical part in a child's educational life. They have the most influence on
a child's growth and development. Parents have the ability to shape and mold a child's beliefs
and values about education often making the child's values and beliefs compatible with theirs. It
is essential for parents to be involved in the child's learning, because they are the first to
influence a child's academic and behavioral future (Warner, 1991).
The child's first teacher in life is the parent. Parents are the first role models and helpers
for a child. In raising a child, a parent naturally takes on the role as a teacher. This role develops
because the first expectations for learning occur in the home, building the foundation for the
child's future learning (Warner, 1991). The family home is essentially a school in which parents
are teachers and children are students.
Parents need to recognize that each child is a student in the home and at school. In doing
this, the parents create a school-like family. School-like families" ... reinforce the importance
of school, homework, and activities that build student skills and feelings of success (Epstein,
1995, p.702)." The school-like family provides an enviromnent in which parents continue and
support the work of the teacher. The parents are creating an enviromnent where school doesn't
exist solely in the classroom but continues in the home. In order for learning to continue in the
home, communication needs to exist between parents and teachers.
Two-way communication needs to be established between teachers and parents.
Communication is important because it provides information to the parent and teacher that help
4
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them to guide and facilitate a child's growth, development and learning. Parents can
communicate the interests and capabilities of the child to the teacher. With this information,
teachers are able to address the child's individual needs, capabilities, and learning styles.
Teachers can communicate to the parents how they can assist their child in learning at home and
at school (Gelfer, 1991). Communication between parents and teacher will help children see
their world as a consistent whole (Howard, Hubbs, & Van Wagoner, 1995). It is a world where
both parent and teacher are communicating with each other to create an environment to support
and help each other educate a child.
A consistent learning environment between home and school is strengthened when
parents are involved. Active involvement indicates to a child that parents care about their
schooling and that learning is important. It also expresses that parents trust and respect the place
to which they have sent each day. The more actively a parent is involved the more likely a child
will have a positive attitude about school and will be receptive to learning (Howard et al., 1995).
Parents have the power to positively influence a child's attitude about learning and school by
showing support through participation.
Parents have the most influence on a child's growth and development. Once a child starts
school, parents need to continue to have a tremendous impact. Parents who are involved
positively influence a child's success in school.
Benefits of Parental Involvement
Parents have the power to influence attitudes and student achievement through active
involvement. In an experimental study, Davis, Fantuzzo and Ginsburg (1995) studied the
relationship between parent involvement and mathematics achievement. Two programs were
used in the study, a reciprocal peer-tutoring program (RPT) and a parent involvement program.
The parent involvement program consisted of communication between teachers and parents
through notes and phone calls about the student's achievements. The RPT program involved
pairs of students who worked together on mathematical computation problems setting goals and
rotating between the role as teacher and student. Students were randomly placed in three groups:
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parent involvement only, parent involvement plus RPT, or a control group that did not participate
in either. Fantuzzo's study found statistically and educationally significant differences among
the three groups. The differences were found by comparing the three groups of students'
mathematic achievement test score. Students in the parent involvement plus RPT group scored
statistically significantly higher than students who were in the control group. Students in the
parent involvement only group scored educationally significantly higher than the control group
(Scott Stein & Thorkildsen, 1998). This study found parent involvement increases students'
academic achievement.
In addition to increasing student achievement, parent involvement in a child's education
can encourage positive student attitudes and behaviors about learning and school. Jam es P.
Comer (1986) found student achievement and student behaviors significantly improved when a
meaningful parent participation program was incorporated in a school. Before the
implementation of the parent involvement program, the school ranked 32"d out of33 schools on
standardized tests and students by the fourth grade were reading 19 months below grade level.
Additionally, student attendance was poor and there were frequent reports of major behavior
problems in the school. After the program's implementation, the school was tied for 3rd in
achievement and students' were on average reading seven months above grade level. The
school's attendance record became the best in the state and no major behaviors problems had
occurred. Parent involvement in a child's education influences many areas of a child's life.
Children not only gain in academic achievement, but also develop positive attitudes and
behaviors that help prepare them for further success.
Parent involvement, which increased academic achievement was also found in a study
conducted by Herbert Walberg. He studied 846 black inner city elementary children and found
parent involvement affects student achievement. Significant gains in students' grade equivalents
occurred when parents actively participated in the parental involvement program. A 1.1 grade
equivalent was gained by those students whose parents were intensively involved and only a .5
grade equivalent gained by those students whose parents were less intensively involved (Scott
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Stein et al., 1998). Parents determine the amount of influence they have on a child's academic
success. Parents who are more actively involved have more impact on a child than those parents
who are not.
Teachers have the responsibility to encourage active parent participation in a child's
learning at home and at school. This becomes possible and easy to do once a partnership in the
education of the child is established between parent and teacher. Teachers and parents in the
partnership have a mutual responsibility to communicate with each other and provide the optimal
learning enviromnent for the child. Parent involvement needs to begin and the partnership needs
to be created as soon as a child enters school. The teacher's role is to make that possible.
Teacher's Role
A teacher's belief in parental involvement is crucial. Teachers must believe that parental
involvement is necessary to provide an optimal educational enviromnent for a child. In order to
promote parental involvement activities, a teacher must develop certain beliefs about educating a
child. Teachers must believe that they should facilitate success for all children. This means that
believing all children can learn and achieve success. A belief that a teacher must serve the whole
child is necessary, because the social, emotional, physical, and academic growth and
development is linked. Lastly, the responsibility for serving the whole child is shared between
the teacher and parent (Rich, 1986). In order for a partnership with all parents to be developed,
a shared responsibility to educating the whole child needs to be established.
Both teachers and parents want children to be successful and work effectively together to
ensure their success. "The main reason to create such partnerships is to help all youngsters
succeed in school and in later life" (Epstein, 1995, p.701). Teachers need to establish
partnerships with parents so that an enviromnent can be created where children learn the skills
and knowledge necessary for success. In order for the partnership to be successful in promoting
children's success, teachers need to learn how to involve parents, reach out and communicate
with all families and encourage participation.
(
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Teachers need to do more to encourage parent participation. In a survey conducted by
Joyce Epstein (1986) it was repmied "about 58% of the parents rarely or never received requests
from the teacher to become involved" (p.280). More must be done by teachers to involve
parents to increase the number of parents who become involved. Parents want to get involved
and strongly agreed that teachers should involve parents in the child's learning. Teachers are
not providing the optimal learning environment for children because they are not involving
parents in education. It is the responsibility of the teacher to encourage and invite parents to
become a partner in the education of the child.
Even when teachers encourage parent participation, there may be obstacles to overcome.
Teachers must realize the barriers they will face and begin looking for solutions to break them.
Barriers to Parental Involvement
Although teachers want to build a partnership, they may not know how to initiate or
create positive and productive parent involvement. Teachers often have mixed feelings about
involving parents because they feel inadequate in their skills with working with parents and often
become fearful to try (Epstein, 1995). Teachers are not educated or trained in facilitating parent
involvement. "Only a few of the 1,200 teacher preparation institutions require a course in parent
involvement" (Howard et al., 1995, P.7). Teachers do not learn the necessary skills and
knowledge in their preparation that is needed to effectively involve parents. Teachers need to
take it upon themselves to learn how to effectively involve parents.
Parents' involvement can be limited by the parents' own attitudes and beliefs about their
ability to become involved. Although parents want to be involved and care about their child's
education, parent attitudes and beliefs may become barriers to their involvement. The article on
promoting parent involvement in schools (Flood, Lapp, Nagel & Tinajero, 1995) provides a list
of parents' responses as to why they cannot or will not be involved. The parent's responses
were: (a) I'm too busy, (b) teaching is a teacher's job, (c) I don't have the skills to teach and I
don't know how to teach, (d) I have babies at home and (e) I would be of no help. Parents do not
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know how valuable their participation is to a child's success. Teachers need to educate parents
in the importance of their involvement and to help them find a way to become involved.
To provide opportunities for involvement, teachers must recognize the backgrounds and
unique needs of the parents. Each child comes from a home with parents of different
socioeconomic background. Socioeconomic status has shown to affect levels of involvement.
Parent involvement levels have been found to be higher in two parent homes and in homes where
parents have a higher socio-economic status (Apostoloeris, Benjet, Grolnick, & Kuowski, 1997).
The parents who are socioeconomically disadvantage are most likely the parents who are less
involved in the child's education. Both parents are more likely working and working hours are
most likely to be in the evenings (Griffith, 1998). The demands on the parents' time are greater
and make participation more difficult and life more stressful. Teachers can help parents become
involved in spite of these barriers by providing flexible types of involvement.
Teachers need to learn to accommodate parents' needs when inviting parents to become
involved. Events or activities may need to be rescheduled to accommodate the schedules ofless
involved parents (Griffith, 1998). Teachers should schedule events when the parents are
available so they may participate. Free babysitting for parents can also alleviate extra stress and
free up more time and money for involvement. There is a need to remove or circumvent barriers
in order to provide the optimum opportunities for involvement (Gettinger & Guetschow, 1998).
Parents have unique needs and teachers need to recognize what they can do to accommodate
them.
Teachers and parents have different perceptions concerning what parents want and are
capable of doing. One parent explained that the teacher perceived her as unable to participate
because she worked full-time, but "this mother had flexible work hours and was anxious to help
in the classroom" (Gettinger et al., 1998, p.49). This shows a need for more effective
communication between parent and teacher about the parent's capabilities and needs. Two-way
open teacher-parent communication about realistic involvement is warranted to support an
effective partnership
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Teachers must accommodate practices to meet the needs of the parents. Teachers have
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the responsibility and duty to involve parents and can do this in many ways.
Promoting Parental Involvement
Two-way communication between teacher and parent creates a shared belief about
involvement that facilitates increased involvement. When teachers believed they shared the
same beliefs about involvement with the parents they made " ... more contacts with parents
other teachers find hard to reach, conduct more types of activities to involve families, and are
less affected by disadvantaged characteristics of the student population and by different
classroom organizations" (Epstein & Dauber, 1991, p.300).

A common understanding between

teacher and parent is essential to promote involvement. Simple communication is all that is
needed to create a shared purpose and belief about involvement.
Parental involvement practices result in positive parent reactions to teachers and their
efforts.
(

"Parents with children in the classrooms of teachers who built parent involvement into

their regular teaching practice were more aware of teachers' efforts, received more ideas from
teachers, knew more about their child's instructional program, and rated the teachers higher in
interpersonal skills and overall teaching quality" (Epstein, 1986, p.291). Teachers will benefit
greatly from parental involvement. Parents are more supportive and think highly of teachers
when actively involved. Not only do teachers benefit but parents who are involved are more
knowledgeable about what the teacher is doing in the classroom and about the education their
child is receiving. It is important for parents to feel and be knowledgeable about education.
Teachers have a responsibility to help parents feel more effective in their role as a
teacher. By giving them strategies to involve themselves in their child's education at home and
school, teachers can help parents to feel more effective in their role. Parents who viewed
themselves as effective and as their child's teacher tend to become more involved (Apostoleris et
al., 1997). Teachers need to provide parents with the necessary strategies and skills in order for
parents to feel capable of becoming effectively involved.

II
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One way teachers can encourage parents to become involved is by encouraging parents to
cultivate high educational aspirations for their child. Teachers need to encourage parent
aspirations for the child because it impacts academic achievement. Parents' aspirations can be
created independently of social class or other external circumstances (Henderson, 1988). In a
study of the effects of the different components on parental involvement on eight-grade
achievement, it was found that educational aspirations had the most powerful influence on a
student's achievement. Teachers should encourage parents to become knowledgeable and aware
of what is happening in the classroom. This knowledge allows them to develop and reinforce
appropriate educational aspirations for the child (Anderson, Bickley, Keith P., Keith, T., Singh,
& Trivette, 1995). Teachers will see academic gains by encouraging this component of parental

involvement in their classroom.
Teachers need to encourage specific areas of parental involvement. Gavin and
Greenfield (1998) studied teachers' levels of encouragement and it's effect on parent
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participation. Teachers who encouraged specific areas of involvement, home-school
communication and school volunteering, had parents who reported higher levels of involvement.
General encouragement of involvement was not found to be strongly associated with parent
involvement. A teacher needs to be specific in communicating with parents the ways they can
become involved. This study suggests that teacher's encouragement in specific involvement
activities is most effective in promoting participation.
Teachers need to create a classroom environment and attitude that promotes parental
involvement. The following guidelines can help teachers in establishing an environment and
attitude that welcomes and appreciates parents. Waler (1998) established the following
guidelines:
1.

Focus on the needs of parents.

2.

Foster a climate of hospitality and openness.

3.

Build a personal knowledge base of the occupations, interests, and affiliations of
parents.
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4.

Respect the cultural sensitivities and life expe1iences of those whom you wish to
become involved with the school.

5.

Celebrate the accomplishments of parent involvement.

Teachers can use these guidelines as a foundation for creating a parent friendly attitude and
environment. This attitude is critical in establishing parental involvement practices that will be
effective. The guidelines allow teachers to reach out to parents to promote parent involvement
and must be considered when developing or implementing parental involvement in a classroom.
Parental Involvement Activities
Parental involvement activities need to be comprehensive in order to effectively involve
all families and a variety of approaches and practices need to be used by teachers. In the 1997
book School, Family, and Community Partnerships by Coates, Epstein, Salinas, Sanders, and
Simon a framework of six major areas of parent involvement was established.

1.

Parenting: help all families establish home environments to support children as
students.

2.

Communicating: design effective forms of school-to-home-to-school
communication about school programs and their children's progress.

3.
4.

Volunteering: recruit and organized parent help and support.
Leaming at home: provide information and ideas to families about how to help
students at home with homework and other curriculum-related activities,
decisions, and planning.

5.

Decision-making: include parents in school decisions, developing parent leaders
and representatives.

6.

Collaborating with community: identify and integrate resources and services from
the community to strengthen school programs, family practices, and student
learning and development.
Each of these areas is important in effectively involving parents, although teachers can

only use activities originating from four of the six areas in the classroom. The last two areas of

13

( ..

decision making and collaborating with community need to be conducted at a school or district
level. Teachers can reach all parents by providing multiple activities and opportunities that
originate from the other four areas. Partnerships can be formed with parents when teachers
establish multiple ways in which parents can get involved.
Teachers facilitate involvement by creating activities that help parents create home
environments that support learning. Workshops held by teachers can help parents create this
environment by teaching parents how to help their child in reading, math and other subjects at
home.

Parents especially as their children grow older may need specific and sequential

guidance in helping children learn (Epstein, 1986). Other activities used to foster these home
environment is to provide newsletter information on how parents can assist learning at home,
regularly assigned homework that students discuss and interact with parents in their learning, and
inform parents about student expectations for each subject at every grade level (WSSDA, 1999,
p. 265). Teachers can involve parents through educating them in ways to support a child as a
student. In order for teachers to educate parents, communication between parent and teacher
needs to be established.
The initial contacts between parent and teacher are crucial in building effective
communication. Initial contact can make or break these relationships between parent and
teacher. Later communication is dependent on this first contact (Alder & D' Angelo, 1991 ). This
contact will indicate to the parents a confident professional reputation as a teacher who cares
about the welfare of the child (Canter & Canter, 1991). Parents begin the school year with a
positive attitude about the teacher and learning when open communication is established.
Communication needs to be two-way between teacher and parent. Communication
between home and school provides useful information to both the parent and teacher about the
child. Communication has many positive results 1) provides a bond between home experiences
and the educational program 2) help parents understand the child's development 3) strengthens
the parents' ability to provide a positive home environment 4) encourages parents to reinforce
and enrich children's learning 5) builds a working partnership between parents and teacher
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(Gelfer, 1991). Two-way communication between teacher and parent helps a child be
successful. Communication is the building block on which all other involvement opportunities
depend.
Volunteering in the classroom is one way that teachers can invite parents to become
actively involved. Parents can participate as volunteers in the school by either assisting in
instruction, becoming a resource in the classroom or an at-home teacher.

Teachers that involve

parents of diverse background provide a sense of comfort for the culturally and linguistically
diverse students and indicates their language, culture and reality are valued. This creates a new
classroom environment that respects and shares in all the languages and cultures of the school
community. Parents of all families need to be involved because they all have something unique
to offer (Flood et at., 1995). Volunteering allows parents to come into the classroom and
become part of the learning at school.

c

Volunteer work must always be meaningful and valuable to the parents. Parents have
many skills and expertise that teachers can use to provide unique learning opportunities for the
children.

Parents can be asked to share with the class their knowledge and answer questions,

become a teacher for the day or help out the teacher with needed tasks (Clemens-Brower, 1997).
Parents are an untapped resource that is at the teacher's fingertips.
Parents do not have to be in the classroom to be involved. They can be involved at home.
Teachers can provide learning activities for parents to do with their children at home. The most
frequently used parent involvement practices used by teachers are" ... reading aloud or listening
to the child read, talking with the child about the events of the school day, giving spelling or
math drills, giving help on worksheets or workbooks, signing the child's homework, taking the
child to the library, playing learning games, using things at home to teach, and visiting the
classroom to observe teaching techniques" (Epstein, 1986, p.282). Parents can choose from a
variety of ways in which they can feel comfortable in their involvement in their child's learning
at home.
Conclusion
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Teachers and parents have a responsibility to create a partnership because of the multiple
benefits to the child. "When teachers make parent involvement part of their regular teaching
practice, parents increase their interactions with their children at home, feel more positive about
their abilities to help their children in the elementary grades, and rate the teachers as better
teachers overall; and students improve their attitudes and achievement" (Epstein, 1986). Parents
are the primary care giver and first teachers of a child making it imperative that teacher and
parent form a partnership in the educating of the child. Parent involvement is a necessary
component in education and must be enhanced in order for children to receive the optimal
education possible.
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CHAPTER THREE
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Procedure of the Project
The purpose of the project was to design and create for elementary school
teachers a set of activities and guidelines which encouraged "Teacher-Parent
Partnerships." The project was specifically designed for teachers, students, and parents
in grades three, four and five.
Procedures
Based on the literature review of Chapter two and other selected sources the
design of the activities and guidelines to encourage "Teacher-Parent Partnerships" were
divided into four specific areas namely:
I. Learning at home

2. Parenting and family skills
3. Communication
4. Volunteering (Epstein et al., 1997).
In addition to Epstein et al. (1997) School, Family, and Community Partnership:
Your handbook for action, another major influence on the projects development was the
Tool-Kit for School-Family Community Partnership by the Washington State School
Directors Association (1997).
The activities and guidelines developed in this project were designed to provide
resources for teachers, and parents from diverse backgrounds, to create effective
partnerships. Partnerships which in turn focused on positive educational outcomes for
children.

(
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Support for the Project
Support and encouragement for the project was received from the writer's
principal at Pioneer Elementary School. The principal planned to have the writer share
and in-service other third, fourth and fifth grade teachers in the "Teacher-Parent
Partnerships" activities.
Implementation and Assessment of the Project
The writer will incorporate the designed partnership activities with the parents
and students of her fourth grade classroom in 2001-2002. The level and type of
involvement of parents will be recorded and modifications made to the activities where
necessary. Data will also be kept as to student's engagement and interest in their
schoolwork and compared to students who have had little or no parental involvement.

(

CHAPTER FOUR
The Project

The purpose of this project was to design and create for elementary teachers a set
of activities and guidelines which encouraged "Parent-Teacher Partnerships." The
project presented in the following page of chapter four in four sections.
Section One:

Learning at Home

Section Two:

Parenting and Family Skills

Section Three:

Communication

Section Four:

Volunteering
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Learning at Home
Teachers provide information and ideas to families
about how to help students at home and homework
and other curriculum-related activities, decision,
and planning.

Benefits for Students

Benefits for Parents

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

Benefits for Teachers

Challenges for Teachers

School, Family, and C-Ommunity Partnerships: Your handbook for action.

e Epstein, Coates, Salinas, Sanders & Simon

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Home-School
Compact
A home-school compact is an agreement between a
student, teacher and the student's family. The
agreement defines goals, expectations, and shared
responsibilities of each as an equal partner in assuring
student learning. Try to agree on five to seven
responsibilities for each person who will be asked to sign
the compact-students, teachers, and families.
Parent-teacher conferences may be a convenient time to
use the compact as a tool for communicating the
responsibilities of students, families, and the school in
order to make the most of the school year.

HOME-SCHOOL COMPACT

(

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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HOME-SCHOOL COMPACT

School-FamiJy..Communfty Partnerships
WSSDA © 1997

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Student Weekly
Report
(

Students record their work on a weekly
report form. The report provides an
opportunity for parents to find out
what students are learning in class. At
the end of each week the students sign
the report. The signature means that
they have completed the report and the
teacher checks it off to be sent home.

WEEKLY STUDENT REPORT
(
For the week of:,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

On Monday _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

~

On Tuesday _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

~

On Wednesday _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

On Thursday _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

On Friday_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

(

Student S i g n a t u r e - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Helpful Hints for
Learning at Home
Create a monthly newsletter
or calendar that contains
helpful hints for parents to
help support learning at
home.
The information for the
newsletter or calendar can be
kept in your files of
information.

(

MRS.STROMBERG'S FOURTH GRADE CLASS
Newsletter Date

(

Volume 1, lasue 1

IHelpful Tips
Helpful Homework Tips

(
Adaptod frcmUhcol-Funlly-Ctimn'LWl!ty
h:tnorthlp1 WlSOAO IGt'l

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

Activities to do
together as a fami~
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Helpful Hints for
Learning at Home
• Tool Kit for School-Family-Community Partnerships
Washington State School Directors' Association© 1997

*

Your Help With Homework Can Make a Big Difference
pg. 333
* Giving a Hand with Homework pg. 335
* Improving Homework Habits pg. 337
* Here's what to do when your son or daughter fails to bring home
assignments pg. 339
* Here's what to do when your children wait until the last
minute to finish assignments pg. 341
* How to Improve Your Study Habits pg. 343
* Reward Responsible Homework Habits pg. 345
* Parents' Role in Assuring Children Do Well in School
pg. 347
* Help Your Children Improve in Test-Taking pg. 351
* Homework Enhances Learning pg. 327
* Helping Your Child Succeed in Math pg. 319
* Help Children Write pg. 321
* Helping Children With Spelling pg. 323
* Making Sure Reading is a Pleasure at Home pg. 307
* Encourage Your Children to READ! pg. 309
* Help Children Read pg. 31 I
* Paired Reading: It's simple and it works! pg. 313
* 16 Questions to Encourage Critical Thinking in Young
Readers pg. 315
* Taking Advantage of the Library pg. 317
* Helping Your Children Learn By Examples pg. 275
* How to Promote Year-Round Learning pg. 277
* Tutoring Techniques for Parents pg. 279
* A Child's Diet Affects Learning pg. 283
* Be a Role Model for Your Children pg. 285
* Summer Activities Keep Skills in Shape pg. 287
* Using Common Objects to Teach Kids pg. 289
* Ideas to Build Skills in Your Home pg. 291
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Your Help With Homework Can Make A Big Difference

(

'

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association.
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(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Giving a Hand with Homework
How involved should parents get with homework? What can they do to help?

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Improving Homework Habits

(
(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Here's what to do when your son or daughter
fails to bring home assignments:

Repnnted from "Teamwork Makes the Dream Work, Families and Schools Together," San Diego City Schools, March 1997.
Adapted from Homework Without Tears, A Parent's Guide for Motivating Children to Do Homework
and to Succeed 1n School by lee Canter and lee Hausner, 1987.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Re:printe:d by permission from the Washington State: School Directors' Association)
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Here's what to do when your children
wait until the last minute to finish assignments:

Adapted fromo Homework Without Tears, A Parent's Guide for Mot1Vat1ng Children to Do Homework and Succeed 1n School,
by lee Canter and lee Hausner, Ph.D., Harper & Row Publishers, New York, 1987.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

{Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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How to Improve Your Study Habits
You must be an active participant in the process of improving your study habits. It takes work
and practice just as the development of any skill takes practice.

Adapted from "Teamwork Makes the Dream Work Families and Schools Together,· San Diego City Schools, March 1997.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Reward Responsible Homework Habits
Doing homework is an important responsibility. It's important to reward students for their
responsible behavior by gMng praise, recognition or a special privilege for a job well done.
Privileges (not bribes) will work to promote responsible behavior.

Adapted from "Teamwork Makes the Dream Work, families and Schools Together," San Diego City Schools, March 1997.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by penniss1on from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Parents' Role in Assuring Children Do Well in School

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the: Washington State: School Directors' Association)
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Assuring Children Do Well, page 2

(

Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, July 1996.
Written by Joanne M. Scallon, communications consultant.

Schoo\-Family-Commtlnity Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State. School Directors' Association)
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Help Your Children Improve in Test-Taking

(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State: School Directors' Association)
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Homework Enhances Learning

Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors· Association, July/August 1993.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Helping Your Child Succeed in Math

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

319

Help Children Write

Reprinted from -Families and Education,· Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1993

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Helping Your Children with Spelling

Repnnted from On Call Public Re!at1ons SeMce, Washington State School Directors' Association.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Making Sure Reading is a Pleasure at Home

Adapted from ·connect! How to Get Your Kids to Talk to You," by Carl B. Smith, et al.,
Family Literacy Center, Ed Info Press, 1994

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Director.;' Association)
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Encourage Your Children to READ!

(Continued)
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Help Children Read

Repnnted from "Families and Education,· Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1993
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Paired Reading: It's simple and it works!

Adapted from San Diego City Schools' Teacher Tools #4, Parent Involvement and Support
Helping Teachers Help Parents Help Students

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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16 Questions to Encourage Critical Thinking in Young Readers

Reprinted from Leaming Together, Wisconsin Department of Pubhc Instruction, Spnng 1997.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Taking Advantage of the Library

Reprinted from On Call Public Relanons Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, Sept. 1992.
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pe:nnisslon from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Helping Your Children Learn by Example

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations SeMce, Washington State School Directors' Association, februaiy 1997.

Written by Dorothy Dubra, ASPR, communications consultant.
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How to Promote Year-Round Leaming

Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Assoc1at1on, May 1993.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Tutoring Techniques for Parents

(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Tutoring, page 3
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Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors· Association, februaiy 1996.
Written by Annette Hanson, communications consultant.
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A child's diet affects learning

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, N\arch 1992.
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Be a Role Model for Your Children

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations SeNice, Washington State School Directors· Association, May 1996.
Wntten by Joanne Scallon, communications consultant.
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Summer Activities Keep Skills in Shape

(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships
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For Parents

Using common objects to teach kids

(

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Ideas to Build Thinking Skills in Your Home

(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directo~· Association)
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Building Thinking Skills, page 3

Adapted from matenals published by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1996.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State: School Directors' Association)
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arent1ng
Fainily Sldlls
• Parent corner
• Community Resource Book
• Files of Information
~Workshops

Parenting and Family Skills

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.
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Challenges for Teachers

School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your handbook for action.
C Epstein, Coates, Salinas, Sanders & Simon

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

Parent Corner
By providing a parent corner in the classroom, the
teacher sends a message to the parents that they
are welcome and an important part of learning.
Parents need a designated place where they can
work and place their belongings.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parent Corner provides:
A place specifically designed for parents
Special Thank-yous and treats
Information on positive parenting
A resource guide to community and social
.
seI'Vl.ces
A place where a teacher can place or recommend
enrichment material to parents
An organized place for parents to work when
volunteering
All necessary materials for parent volunteers

(

Ideas for Parent Corner
D Adult sizecf chair and table
DComputer
D Pencils and pens
DRuler
DScissors
DPape......,.lined /·plain I construction
D Calculator
D Crayons and markers
D Glue and tape
D Books about parenting, children and learning
D Magazines and articles
D files of information
DVolunteer Calendar and sign up
D Explanation of volunteer's duties
D Daily /Weekly l Monthly calendars
D Community Service Resource Book
D Parent I School Handbook
D Special Treats I Snacks
D Comment Box
D Directions for the day & necessary materials
D Posters that stress parent involvement

(

VOLUNTEER
SIGN-UP
We invite you to come join us
throughout the week.
Volunteers are always
welcome and appreciated. If
you are available, please sign
your name in a time slot.
Thank you.
Volunteers are not
needed when the time
slot is yellow.

8:40-10:00
Reading

10:00-11:00
Language

PE

PE

11:45-12:15

Share a favorite short story

Read Aloud

12:15-1:00
Math

1:30-2:45
Project
SS/Science

Music

Music

1

2

3
Labor Day

4
First day of
School

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

7

8

14

15

School
Assembly
1:00 pm
16

17

18

19
Back-toSchool
Night 7:00

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Golden
Skate Party
at 6:00 pm

29

30

Community
Resource Book
Parents can research local services available with
privacy and confidentiality. By providing this
resource, parents know that the teacher cares
about them and that their needs are important.
A community resource book is:
• A three ring binder or folder
• A list of local community and social services available
• Phone numbers and addresses of services
• Pamphlets, brochures or handbooks from services
• Prices for services
• Requirements to qualify for services
• Description of the services provided
• Quick and easy access
• Privacy in seeking assistance

Community
Services
Name:_______________________________
Address,______________________________
Phone Number____________________________
Prices'------------------------------Requirement to receive services______________________
Services Provided__________________________

Name'------------------------------Address;______________________________
Phone Number.____________________________
Prices'------------------------------Requirement to receive s e r v i c e s · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Services Provided.___________________________

Name_________________________________
Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
PhoneNUlllber_____________________________
Prices.___________________________________
Requirement to receive services_________________________
Services Provided______________________________

Name·----------------------------------Address._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone Number_____________________________
Prices.___________________________________
Requirement to receive services~-----------------------Services Provide.~-----------------------------

Name___________________________________
Address ________________________________
Phone Number_____________________________
Prices___________________________________
Requirement to receive services._________________________
Services Provided.______________________________

Files of Information
Parents need a place to look when they need
questions answered regarding parenting,
children, growth, development and learning.
Information can be stored in a three ring
binder or a filing cabinet. A place where
parents can find useful information is easy to
create and useful for parents.
What files of information include:
Magazines
Articles
Handouts
Pamphlets I Brochures
Internet Links

c
Table of Contents
Handouts
• Title_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Author
-------------------• Title
Author

----------------------------------------

Internet Sites Available:
• Title

--------------------Title--------------------Http:--------------------_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Http:

•

(

(

Table of Contents
Internet Links
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Education Network
http://familyeducation.com
Hand in Hanel
http://www.handinhand.org
Home and School Institute
http://MegaSkillsHSl.org
Nat'I Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education
http://ncpie.org
Parent Time
http://parenttime.org
Partnership for family Involvement in education
http://pfie.ed.gov
U.S. Dept. for learning
http:(/www.eel.gov
Washing State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
http://www.k:12.wa.us

Workshops
Workshops are a great way for a teacher to inform
parents about children's development, skills and
abilities and about the classroom curriculum.
Planning needs to be focused on the needs of the
parents.
Workshops provide:
• Information about children's abilities, skills and
development
• Information about school or classroom curriculum
• A time to meet with other parents
• A place to receive support or ask questions
• Time to interact with teachers or principal

•••• ••••••

•
•

How ._o or1ani1e a
paren._ wor hop.
• Consider the interest and needs of parents
(parent survey)
• Choose a time and length that is convenient for
parents
• Choose an accessible and large enough location
to hold the workshop
• Look to community members, teachers, and
parents to present
• Choose a speaker who is knowledgeable about
subject presented
• Publicize your workshop by word of mouth,
fliers, newsletter, and phone calls.
• Have nametags available
• Ask for comments I feedback on workshop

• • • •• • • •• •

•

•

Checklisi:

r

hop

• Hand out surveys
• Evaluate surveys for parent interest
• Choose areas of interest for workshops
• Find and contact a knowledgeable person in the area to
be the speaker
• Find a location that is accessible and large enough
• Locate and provide the speaker with the necessary
equipment needed for workshop
• Choose a time and date
• Determine length of workshop with speaker
• Publicize the workshop using newsletters, word of
mouth, fliers, and phone calls
• Provide name tags to attendants
• Make copies of handouts for the workshop
• Create a comment I feedback handout

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

(

School-Family-Community Parmerships
WSSDA© 1997
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Feedback Form
What aspects of the workshop were most useful?_ _ _

What could have been made more clear?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Additional Comments:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Thank you!

----- .. ------ ------------------------ ------------ -----Feedback Form

What aspects of the workshop were most useful?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

What could have been made more clear?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Additional Comments:._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Thank you!

••••••••• •
•
•

Ideas r orkshops
• Tool Kit for School-Family-Community Partnerships
Washington State School Directors' Association © 1997

* What Schools Want from Parents pg. 69
* How Teens Want Families to Communicate pg. 73
* How to Communicate When You're Angry pg. 75
* Little Things Mean A Lot pg. 77
* Children and Television Viewing pg. 79
* Using TV to Help Your Children Learn pg. 81
* Nutrition and Your Child pg. 83
* Help Children Develop a "Can Do" Attitude pg. 85
* Tips For Busy People: How You Can Get Involved pg. 87
* Discipline and Your Child pg. 89

* Be Sure Your Child Is Ready to Learn pg. 93
* Help Your Children Avoid Gangs pg.95
* Gangs, Violence and Death pg. 97
* Ways Teachers Can Help Parents Help Their
Children pg. I 0 I

*

ls Your Child Ready for Kindergarten? pg. 91

* Selecting a Day-Care Provider for Your Child pg. I 09

What Schools Want from Parents

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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How Teens Want Families to Communicate

"Families and Education; Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, 1993

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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How to Communicate When You're Angry

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Little Things Mean a Lot

Adapted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, October 1992

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Children and Television Viewing

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partner.;hips

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)

Please note: Content on this page was redacted due to copyright concerns.

79

(
Using TV to Help Your Children Learn

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directo~· Association)
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Nutrition and Your Child

(Continued)
School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pennission from the Washington State School Directo~· Association)
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Help Children Develop a "Can Do" Attitude

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations SeMce, Washington State School Directors" Association, Dec. 1993/Jan. 1994

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Dire.eta~· Association)
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Tips For Busy People: How You Can Get Involved

Adapted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, February 1992

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Discipline and Your Child

(Continued)

School-Family-Comm~nity Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Dire:cto~· Association)
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Be sure your child is ready to learn

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Assocra~on, July/August 1994

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directo~· Association)
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Help Your Children Avoid Gangs

Repnnted from "Gangs 1n Schools" published by the Nahonal School Safety Center

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Gangs, Violence and Death

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directo~· Association)
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Gangs, violence & death, page 3

Repnnted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, Sept. 1994.
Written by Judy Wall, ASPR, Communications Consultant

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Repnnted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Ways Teachers Can Help Parents Help Their Children

Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Director.;' Association, May 1997.
Written by Ann Hagen, communications consultant.

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Is your child ready for kindergarten?

Reprinted from On Call Public Relations Service, Washington State School Directors' Association, Apnl 1994

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by pe:ITTlission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Selecting a Day-Care Provider for Your Child

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Positive
Co:m:munication
. Before school Communication:
. Welcome/ Introduction I Code of
Conduct I Homework Letter
. Phone calls
. Notes & Cards
. Newsletter
. Back to School Night

(

Communication

c
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Challenges for Teachers

School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your handbook for action.
O Epstein, Coates, Salinas, Sanders & Simon
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Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associate
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WELCOME

......

WELCOME

Welcome to my class! I am looking forward to an
exciting and productive year. I hope you have had
a great summer vacation. Here are a few
important facts about the beginning of the school
year.

Welcome to my class! I am looking forward to an
exciting and productive year. I hope you have had
a great summer vacation. Here are a few
important facts about the beginning of the school
year.

My name is - - - - - - - - - First day of school
".
Time school begins._ _ _ _ _ __
Room number_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

My name is - - - - - - - - - First day of school
'
Time school begins._ _ _ _ _ __
Room number

WELCOME

---------

WELCOME

Welcome to my class! I am looking forward to an
exciting and productive year. I hope you have had
a great summer vacation. Here are a few
important facts about the beginning of the school
year.

Welcome to my class! I am looking forward to an
exciting and productive year. I hope you have had
a great summer vacation. Here are a few
important facts about the beginning of the school
year.

My nante i s - - - - - - - - - First day of school _ _ _ _ ___.....__
Time school begins._ _ _ _ _ __
Room number_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

My name is - - - - - - - - - First day of school
.~
Time school begins._ _ _ _ _ __
Room number_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Introduction Letter

Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
iO Lee Canter & Associate
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Greetings!
Pear Parents:
My name is Mrs. Darby Stromberg, and I will he your child'sfourth
grade teacher this year. You and I will be spending more time with
your child than any other adult in the upcoming school year. Because
ofthis, I would like to take this opportunity to tell you afew things
about myself-both personally andprofessionally.
I was born and raised here in Vancouver. !love to go hiking, camping
and skiing. Long walks, reading a good book and spending time with
my family andfriends is how I spend most ofmy .evenings. I received
my B.A. degree in Elementary Education from Central Washington
University. Just this /qst year, I took a year leave from teaching to
complete a Masters degree in School Administration. I have two years
previous teaching experience.
This school year is going to be exciting. I believe in integrating the
curriculum so the students will be doing math,. reading, writing, science
and art activities centered around the unit we are covering. Two units
fourth graders study are the Oregon Trail and Washington State. They
both are interesting andft111. The students Will be creating their own
portfolios that will contain documentation oftheir learningfor each
unit. The students and I are going to work together to track their
learning.
Parents are the most important people in a child's life, and we need to
work together for the benefit ofyour child. I need you to support my
academic, homework and discipline efforts here at school. Jn rewr11. I
·will keep you informed about all aspects ofymir child's experiences at
school. With school and home working together, I know that each and
every student can have his or her most successful year yet. I'm looking
forward to meeting you personally at Back-to-School night on
September 28th.
Sincerely,

Code of Conduct Letter

Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associate
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Adapted from Parents On Your Side-Resollree Materials Workbook © Lee Canter & Associates
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omework Letter

Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
C Lee Canter & Associate
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Classroom Homework Policy

Adapted from Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook 0 Lee Canter & Associates
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Welcome Phone Call
Establish positive communication before the school year
begins by calling parents to introduce yourself and share
important information about the upcoming school year.
Parents will start the year knowing that you are positive
about their child and the future school year. No longer
will they expect a phone call only when something bad
has happened.
1. Plan before you call what you want to say to the parent

2. Write out what you want to say on the Welcoming
Phone Call Sheet
3. Introduce yourself
4. Explain the purpose of the phone call
5. Share important information about the school year
6. Make positive comments
7. Ask for parents comments or questions
8. If parents had problems previously, ask parents for
input concerning the problems and what is needed to
make this year successful
9. Write down important parts of the conversation
10. After the phone call, evaluate it

Welcoming Phone Call
Planning Sheet

Parents On Your Side-Resouroe Materta!s Workbook
<Ill Lee Canter & Associates
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Welcoming Phone Call
Planning Sheet
{to parents with special concerns or needs)

Parents On Your Side-Resource Matertals Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associates
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Phone Calls
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Positive Notes
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ositive Cards
A good way to let the parents know that you care
about their child is by sending home a card to let
them know that you're thinking about him/her.
Cards can be sent when the child is sick at home or
when it's a child's birthday.
Birthday Greetings
• Create at the beginning of the school year a birthday card for
your students. Fill out the names and dates of birthday for
each child. Organize them in order of occurrence and mail
them a few days before their birthday.
• Another idea is for students to create birthday cards for their
parents at the beginning of the year. Keep these and have
student bring them home on the birthday or mail the card for
the students.

Get-Well Cards
• When students are ill and miss school, have the class or you
alone can create a card wishing them a speedy recovery.
Include that everyone is missing their presence in the class
and looking forward to hearing from them soon.
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Room #40 New

What's happening in room #40?
By the students
For the last two weeks, we
nave been studying the
Oregon Trail. We nave
been writing in journals as
if we are on the actual trail.
There were many deaths
and hardships people encountered. I'm glad that I
don't nave to travel by wagons pulled by oxen. Sometimes the oxen would get
sick and weak and the peopie would nave to walk all
the way. It is a very long
walk from the Missouri
River to where we live in
Vancouver.

My favorite activity for
this month was listening to
the journal entries from
people who traveled on the
Oregon Trail. I can't believe wnat they nod to do.
I liked it when the teacher
read entries from girls my
age, They liked to play with
dolls and play with their
friends. Sometimes they
got sick because they
couldn't find clean water.
One girl said she was so
dirty from the dust off the
trail tnat her face was
black,

By,

By,

J"ohnny Apples

J"enni J"ones

Volume I, Issue I

We nod an assembly last
week about Birds of Prey.
It was so neat to watch the
birds fly. A bald eagle flew
right over my head. I think
I felt his wings touch my
head. It was a lot bigger
than I thought it was. I
wish I could nave held the
bird like the trainer did.
They nod to wear gloves
because the claw of the
birds are strong and s'1arp.
By,

The Oregon Trail.

Beverly Hill

Upcoming Events:

Notes from the Teacher
Thank you &
special recognition

What can we
do together?

October I, 2001

Volunteers
needed

© October 4th
Early Release
© October 6-13th

What a great start to the beginning of the year. Thank you parents for attending Back-toSchool Night. It was great to
get to know you.

(
'c

Thank you Mrs. Gorge for cutting out leaves for our art project.

Ho.ve your child help create a
healthy meal for the family.
Make sure they include the four
food groups. Take them to the
Supermarket and have them calculote how much the meal cost to
feed the family. Write a summary about the activity and your
child can share it with the class.

The week of October 16-23rd
we will be finishing up our Oregon Trail projects. It would be
great to have a parent a day to
help the student finalize their
projects.
Monday through Friday
10:-11:30 am
Send a note or call if you are
able to help. Thank youll

Parent-teacher
Conferences
© November !st
Volume 1, Issue 2 of
class #40 newsletter

hat's

e

What's happening in room #?
By students name

Room #40 New

Have students write about

Either one student's work

Have each column tell about

what they have been learn-

can be included or two or

something different hap-

ing and doing in class for

three students. Have three

pening at school or in the

the last week or month de-

students write a column for

class. For example, a re-

pending on how often a

the newsletter.

cent field trip, a fun activ-

newsletter is sent home.

ity and what they have been
learning about.

Volume I, Issue I
October I, 2001

Upcoming Events:
@

Briefly highlight your
point of intereot here.

@

Briefly highlight your
point of interest here.

© Briefly highlight your
point of interest here.
@

Briefly highlight your
point of interest here.

Caption describing pie-

Notes from the Teacher
Thank you &
special recognition
Give thanks to students or
parents who have been of
great help. Make sure to
give special recognition in
general for parent support.

(

What can we
do together?

Volunteers
needed

Include activities or ideas
for parents and chi Id to do
together. For example, in
the fall season they can
collect leaves from different trees and learn about
the different kinds of

List what and when you
need help in the classroom.
Also include things parents
can do at home to help support learning either reading
more with their child or
cutting out heart for an art
project.

trees.

Goal Setting
Setting goals sessions should occur before school
or during the first two weeks of school. During
this session, the teacher listens while child and
parent respond to questions. Using the answers
from the questions, the teacher assists the
student and parent in determining reasonable
goals for the year. Halfway through the year,
another goal setting session should be held and
the student's progress on meeting the goals
reviewed. The sessions will help the parent and
child to get to know the teacher and establish
open, friendly communication.

(

Goal Setting

Adapted from School·Family~Community Partnerships
OWSSDA1997
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Welcome Back BBQ
A back to school barbeque is a good way to
introduce yourself to the parents and students.
The students and parents can visit the classroom
and find out information about the upcoming year.
• A welcome back barbeque provides an informal
atmosphere for parents and teacher to get acquainted
• Student locate classroom and meet the teacher
• Teachers learn about students
• Students get to meet other students in their class
• Gets everyone excited for the upcoming year

(
\

Help Me Know Your
Child

Mapted from School-Family-Community Partoershlps

. © WSSDA 1997
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Parent-Teacher
Conferences
Conferences are a good time to discuss the
student's progress in school and any other issues
that affect the child's success.
Make sure to:
Send out invitations & RSVP
Send conference reminders
Prepare conference setting
Prepare collection of student work
Prepare conference planning worksheet
Send parents a conference reflection note

(

Parent-Teacher Conferences

Adapted from School·Fanri.}y·Community Partnerships

0 WSSDA !997
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Parent-Teacher Conferences
Helpful Hints

Adapted from School*Family~Community Partnerships
0 WSSDA1997
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Parent Involvement Helps Students Succeed

(Continued)

School-Family-Community Partnerships

(Reprinted by permission from the Washington State School Directors' Association)
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Parent Conference Planning Worksheet
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You're InvitetI'

Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
© Lee canter Er Associates 1991
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Xeminder

Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
© Lee Canter Er Associates 19 91
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Conference
Confirmation

Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
© Lee Canter Er Associates 1991
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Web Page
Parents can access information easily by accessing
a web page. A web page provides up to date
information about what is happening in the class
and school.
Things to include:
What is happening in class.
(assignments, curriculum units, homework)
Volunteers Needed
Special recognition of parents and students
Calendar of events
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Address of the School
Room#42

Parents are the most important people in a child's life. We need to work together for the benefit of your child. I
need you to support my academic, homework and discipline efforts here at school. In return, I will keep you
informed about all aspects of your child's experiences at school. With school and home working together, I know
that each and every student can have his or her most successful year yet.
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The first weeks of school, we spend time getting to know each other and creating a safe learning environment. We
created the classroom code of conduct. This will be sent home for parents to read with their child and sign. The
code of conduct is the students' expectations for behavior in class.
We will be reviewing the homework policy. This will also be sent home for parents to discuss and read with their
child. Please sign both of these letters and return to the teacher.

We do not need volunteers at this time. Please check back often. We will be in need of volunteers soon.

Thank you for coming to the Welcome Back Barbeque.
It was fun meeting everyone. I look forward to getting to know you better throughout the year.

Back to School Night
Back to School Night is the perfect opportunity to
establish positive relationships with parents. This night
can set the tone for the whole school year.

There are three steps in creating an effective and
positive back to school night.
Step 1: Commit to doing all you can to encourage full
parent participation.
Step 2: Create a classroom atmosphere that is inviting
and welcoming.
Step 3: Plan exactly what you will say and do.

Commit to doing all you can to
encourage full parent participation
•
•
•

•

Inviting Parents
Create invitations and reminders. Involve the
students in creating them or make them yourself.
Get students and parents excited about the event.
Coordinate school-wide babysitting for parents and
include what services will be provide in the invitation
and reminder.
Send reminders two to three days before the event.

Parents Motivators to Attend
• Involving students in the planning so the student will
encourage parents to attend.
• Have students do a project, create a skit or speech
about their classroom and learning to share with the
parents.

Create a classroom atmosphere that is
inviting and welcoming
&
Plan exactly what you will say and do

Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
Cl Lee Canter & Associate
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An invitation to

Bock-to-School Night

It will be great!
Let's work together for the children.
I hope to see you there!
Check a box, sign, tear off and return to school with your child.

D
D

Yes, I plan to be there.
Sorry, I am unable to attend

Name- - - - - - - - - - Parent of_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

~

~
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Back-to-School Night
Presentation Outline

Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associates
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Back-to-School Night
Presentation Outline page 2

Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associates
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Follow ups

Parents On Your Side-Resource Material Workbook
© Lee Canter & Associate
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Thank you for making the night
GREAT!!
(Parent-to.Child Note )

Adapted from Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
Lee Canter & Associates
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Thank you for your participation
Together we can make a difference!!

Adapted from Parents On Your Side-Resource Materials Workbook
<!:> Lee Canter & Associates
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olunteerin
• Volunteer Letter
• Activity Ideas
• How to have a successful
program
•Ways to say Thank-You
• Teacher for the Day
• Meet the Expert

Volunteering
Teachers recruit and organize parent help and
support.
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Challenges for Teachers

School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your handbook for action.
0 Epstein, Coates, Salinas, Sanders & Simon
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Volunteer Letter
Find out how your parents would like to help out
in the classroom. You will then be able to use the
skills and talents the parents have to offer.
Survey the parents to find out the parents
interests or send out a letter stating what you need
for help in the classroom.

You are invited!

Adapted from &hool·Family..Community Pattnerthips

WSSDA01997
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We need your help!

Adapted from Parents On YourSide-Rel!Ource Materials Workbook
0 Lee Canter & Associates
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Volunteer Activity Ideas

Adapted from School-Fomlly-Communlty Partnerships
WSSDA© 1997
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How to have a successful
volunteer program .

Adopted from

Schoolwfamlly~Communlty

Partnerships

WSSDA© 1997
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CREATING PARTNERS IN
EDUCATION
How to have a successful volunteer
program.

Adapted from School.f-amlly.Communlty Portnershlps
WSSDA© 1997
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Ways to Say
Thank-You

Adapted from School-Family-Community Partnerships

WSSDA© 1997
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Teacher fo a Day
Have a parent create their own project, plans and
assessment for a day. Discuss with your parents the
state and district goals and essential skills. Ask
parents to think about their areas of interest or
expertise and how they might merge these with your
curriculum. Share your resources with them and
make plans together to ensure success for the
students. Be careful to respect the time and energy
each parent has to offer.

eetthe

pert

At the beginning of an unit, have your students brainstorm or
fmger through the phone book to fmd people, professions, or
companies they would like to know more about and relate to the
unit of study. You can ask parents for recommendations of
people to invite. Send out an invitation or call the people to find
out if they would be interested and fmd out a date and time they
would be available. The speaker can make presentation to the
class and students can ask questions. Never leave the class alone
with the speaker. After the visit, have each student write a thank
you letter. It should include detailed review of what they learned
and an illustration.

eferences

References
Canter, Lee. (1991). Parents on your side: Resource materials workbook. Santa
Monica, CA: Canter & Associates, Inc.
Coates, L., Epstein, J. L., Salinas, K. C., Sanders, M. G., & Simon B.S. (1997).
School, family, and community partnership: Your handbook for action. Thousand Oaks,
CA: Corwin Press, Inc.
Clemens-Brower, T.J. (1997, Febrnary). Recrniting parents and the community.
Educational Leadership, 58-60.
Erion, Ginni. (2000). Early childhood education newsletter handout.
Unpublished, Central Washington University.
Washington State School Directors Association. (1997). Tool Kit for SchoolFamily-Community Partnerships. Olympia, WA: WSSDA print center.

CHAPTER FIVE
Summary

The purpose of this project was to design and create for elementary teachers a set
of activities and guidelines which encouraged "Parent-Teacher Pa1inerships." The project
was specifically designed for teachers, students and parents in grades three, four and five.
This was accomplished by reviewing current literature and other selected resources. The
activities and guidelines developed in this project were designed to provide resources for
teachers, and parents from diverse backgrounds, to create effective partnerships.
Partnerships which in turn focused on positive educational outcomes for children.

Conclusions
Conclusions reached as a result of this project are:

1. Teachers need to be educated and aware of effective resources to successfully
encourage parental involvement in their classrooms.
2. If teachers desire students to receive the academic and behavioral benefits from
parental involvement, they need to provide a variety of options for parents to become
involved in their child's education.
3. In planning parental involvement activities, teacher need to take into consideration
economic influences and parent perceptions of their ability to influence their
children's academic and behavioral growth.

19
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Recommendations
As a result of this project, the following recommendations are suggested:
1. Teachers need to provide opportunities for parents to become involved in their child's

education.
2. Teachers need to address the existing barriers to parental involvement.
3. School-Parent activities and resources be developed and addressed for kindergarten
through grades two.
4. "Teacher-Parent Partnerships" was primarily created for Pioneer Elementary School
in the Evergreen School District in Vancouver, Washington. However, many of the
activities could be used and adapted by elementary teachers in other districts.
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